
January, I wish to take this oppor-

tunity to offer holiday wishes to all 

our members and our families.  At 

this time of year, let us be espe-

cially mindful of our service men 

and women on active duty 

throughout the globe.  We offer 

them our support and our prayers. 

           Ed Levesque, Commander 

Dear Legionnaires: 

     The months ahead offer a num-

ber of occasions when we stand 

tall as Americans.  Most notably is 

November 4th, Election Day.  Not 

a single legionnaire should neglect 

his/her responsibility to go to the 

polls or file an absentee ballot for 

our national elections. 

     This same month offers us the 

opportunity to remember our Vet-

erans.  November 11th is sacred to 

us all.  In honor of our Veterans, 

we will be holding an open house 

at the Post on Saturday, November 

8th from 2PM to 6PM.  Families 

and Friends of the Post are all 

welcome to join us.  On Monday, 

November 10th, the Interact Club 

of Columbia HS will hold a ser-

vice for Veterans at 9:00am at the 

Greenbush Reformed Church 

Cemetery.  Please attend! 

     We have a critical need at this 

time to fill a vacancy on the Board 

of Directors.  The candidate should 

be a Legion member for at least 

two years and have time weekday 

mornings for about an hour as well 

as attending the monthly meetings 

the third Tuesday evening of each 

month.  Anyone interested is asked 

to please speak to one of the cur-

rent board members: Tony 

Rossello, Sr., Patsy Cherubino, Joe 

Finn, Bob Doherty or Ed Pratt. 

     As this issue of our Post News-

letter covers November thru mid-

Veteransõ Day 2008 

Commanderõs Message 

Melvin Roads Legion Baseball District 3 Champs! 

     District Three Champs once 

again!  The Melvin Roads Ameri-

can Legion Baseball Team took 

the District 3 Title this summer 

and thereby reached the State fi-

nals.  It was a four-hit shut-out by 

Ryan Regan that assured the Dis-

trict 3 honors.  A team from Sco-

tia, NY won the State and Las 

Vegas Post 76 captured the 08 

Legion Baseball World Series. 

 At the Post Meeting held on Sep-

tember 9th, Coach Curtis Nobles 

presented Commander Ed 

Levesque and the Post member-

ship with two plaques in recogni-

tion of these achievements.  Coach 

Nobles thanked the Legion for its 

ongoing support.   

     Joe Finn called attention to the 

fact that in two different settings, 

the class and demeanor of our 

players was singled out and 

praised.  This show of class is a 

credit to Coach Nobles and his 

staff, the parents of and of course 

the players themselves.   

     While on baseball, again at 

American Legion Post 1231 
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Dates of Interest: 

¶ November 4th  Election Day 

¶ November 8th Veterans 

Day Celebration 

¶ November 10th, Interact 

Club Service  9:00am  

¶ November 11th  Veterans 

Day 

¶ November 27th Thanksgiv-

ing Day 

¶ December 7th Pearl Harbor 

Remembered 

¶ December 22nd   Hanuk-

kah 

¶ December 25th  Christmas 

Day 

¶ January 1st, 2009  Happy 

New Year! 

¶ January 20th Presidential 

Inauguration 
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     Veterans Day is most signifi-

cant to us.  On Saturday, Novem-

ber 8th an Open House will be 

held at the Post Lounge from 2PM 

to 6PM. Family and friends of 

post members are all welcome 

and encouraged to attend.  On 

Monday, November 10th at 

9:00am the Interact Club of Co-

lumbia High School will offer a 

service for Veterans at the Green-

bush Reformed Church Cemetery.  

We are all welcome as their 

guests. 

     A Turkey Raffle is to be held 

on Friday, November 21st.  

Chances can be purchased at the 

Post Lounge. 

     December will be the time for 

several important occasions.  On 

December 7th, a Pearl Harbor 

Remembrance has been set for 

that Sunday.  At 12Noon we will 

hold a service at the Post.  Our 

annual Christmas gathering for 

active legion members and their 

guests will be held on Saturday 

evening, December 13th begin-

ning at 6PM.  A Spiral Ham 

Raffle will be held that evening 

by our Auxiliary.  Tickets for the 

Christmas Gathering may be 

purchased at the Post Lounge.   

     Breakfast with Santa is 

scheduled for Sunday morning, 

December 21st beginning at 

10AM.  This annual event con-

ducted by our Auxiliary host the 

children and families of those on 

active duty.   

Coalition for Homeless Veterans 

has estimated that there are 

196,000 homeless veterans 

throughout the United States.  At 

the same time there are 21,100 

homeless veterans in New York 

State alone.  9,600 are in the five 

boroughs of New York City.  As 

noted, we have our share right in 

our midst.  At the September 

Post meeting, this point was 

brought up with the hope and 

     Few are aware that at the 

Schuyler Inn, Menands, there are 

over 65 homeless veterans under 

the compassionate care of local 

priest, Father Peter Youngôs 

programs.  We usually associate 

Father Young with the recover-

ing alcoholic and/or those ad-

dicted by drugs.  While this is 

correct, his programs have 

reached out well beyond these 

recovery efforts.  The National 

intention that in the near future 

Melvin Roads can provide some 

much needed attention to our 

brothers and sisters who have 

worn the uniform but since then 

have lost so much.  Any sugges-

tions for attending to these veter-

ans living at the Schuyler are 

welcomed by our Commander or 

any Post Officer. As the saying 

goes, ñBut by the grace of God, 

go Iò. 

Seasonal Programs at Melvin Roads 

The Homeless Veteran...in our midst! 

Sonsé. Auxiliaryé. Breast Cancer Awareness 

Melvin Roads Sons Squadron 

stands at 96 or 104% of goal.      

Next meeting of the Sons is sched-

uled for Tuesday evening, Novem-

ber 11th at 7:00pm.  The next 

Rensselaer County Sons meeting is 

set for December 9th at Melvin 

Roads beginning at 6:30pm.   

     The Auxiliary  will be holding a 

Spiral Ham Raffle on December 

13th and the Annual Breakfast 

with Santa will be held on Decem-

ber 21st at 10:00am. 

     October has been Breast 

Cancer Awareness Month.  

On the 6th, representatives of 

the Stars and Stripes Team of 
the VA in membership with 

the American Cancer Society 

held a information booth in 

the foyer of our Bingo Hall.  

Ginny, Linda and Tina were 

present to speak with several 

women who stopped by for  

conversation.  For further 

help call Linda at the VA: 

(518) 626-6337. 

     Congratulations are in order 

to the Melvin Roads Squadron 

1231, Sons of the American 

Legion for taking 1st Place in the 

2008 ñBest [Legion] Paper Con-

testò in the SAL Publication, 

Web Page Publication category.  

Kudos especially to Kevin Har-

rington, Publisher who was re-

cently elected  a Director and 

Web Master for the NY Legion 

Press Association.   

Current membership in the 
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ôTis the Season to Give 

Thanks 

Norfolk, Virginia 

On Veterans Day, 

November 11th all 

Hoffmanôs Car Wash 

Centers will offer a 

free car wash to any 

veteran.  Just let them 

know you served! 



     We continue our series of 

post profiles with a conversation 

with Dick Carroll.  Dick is a 

Navy veteran  who enlisted at 

the age of 17 in 1944.  He took 

his basic at Samson, NY and 

attended Radar school in Vir-

ginia Beach.  His first and long-

est assignment was to the DD 

228 John D. Ford, ña four 

stackerò as Dick calls it.  Their 

mission was to escort oil tankers 

along the South and North 

American Coast and to the Arc-

tic Circle.  This vessel was de-

commissioned in 1946 so Dick 

was given another assignment 

aboard Air Craft Carrier 41; he 

was on its maiden voyage.  The 

Navy had moved the experi-

enced sailors from the Ford to 

the new carrier.  After his dis-

charge in 1946, he held down a 

couple of different jobs.  Early 

on, he took an exam for an ap-

prenticeship as a draftsman at 

the Watervliet Arsenal where he 

continued to work for 40+ years.  

Eventually Dick worked himself 

up to the position of Chief De-

signer and is credited with the 

design of the 15mmXM199 Gun 

Howitzer.  Further, he was the prin-

cipal technician in a group responsi-

ble for the design of a screw block 

breech for the 155mm Howitzer XM 

198.  Dick had a smile on over his 

bow tie as he related that he attended 

college in his later years graduating 

from HVCC in 1958 with a Degree 

in Applied Sciences.  Dick married 

Mary Flynn (RIP) in 1952  and they 

have had  five children: Kenneth, 

Katherine, Bernadette, Christine and 

Dolores.  Dick presently lives with 

Chris (and Phil Krenzer) and family. 

One last note: when you see Dick 

ask him about his trains. 

     At the Legion Post on 

Columbia Turnpike 

there is a supply of used 

crutches, wheelchairs, 

canes, tub grab bars and 

any number of items/

equipment which are 

yours for the asking.  All 

September Post Meeting the East 

Greenbush/Castleton Little 

League presented a plaque in 

appreciation for Melvin Roads 

Post sponsorship of one of their 

teams this year.  The plaque was 

accompanied by a thank you 

letter signed by Richard Dewey, 

President of the League. 

are located in the 

ñhospital roomò (a stor-

age space  in the base-

ment of the Post).  Just 

ask a Board Member or 

Post Officer for assis-

tance. 

Post Profileé. Dick Carroll 

Baseball (contõd)    Crutches, Wheelchairs 

     Obituariesé.                   On Active Dutyé... 

We would like to keep before 

the membership the names of 

the  those on active duty from 

our Post and community.  We 

know there are more than 

those listed here; we invite 

our readers to send us their 

names and  where they are 

stationedé.  Todd Wiley 

(Afghan), Paul Bednarczyk 

(Afghan), Mark J. Mann  

 (Afghan), Vincent Catal-

famo, Arnold Cirilli , 

Jimmie Faucher II, Jeffrey 

Matarese,  Michael Ver-

relli , James Nopper 

(Taiwan), Dawn Denton, 

Adam Kraus, Sean Hennes-

sey, Dawn Denton, Alicia 

Howard, Glen Stagnitta, 

Jason Overrocker (Italy). 

Kenneth LaFayette, May 08 

William F. Donnolly, Aug 08 

Emerson Oliver, Sept 08   

   ñThe souls of the 

just are in the hands 

of God, no torment 

shall touch them.ò 
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Winter scene on 

Cape Cod 

Melvin Roads Post 1231  

American Legion Baseball 

In the ñHey, you never 

know department,ò 

you might want to get 

on your computer and 

pull down the NYS 

Comptroller site and 

click on unclaimed 

refunds!  Follow the 

directions; you could 

be in for a  

big surprise! 

Get Well Wishes and 

Prayers are offered to 

Past Commander   

Warren Cushine. 



Melvin Roads Post 1231 

American Legion 

200 Columbia Turnpike 

Rensselaer, New York 12144 

Phone: 518 462 7006 

Fax: 518 462 5250 

E-mail: melvin roads1231 

@nycap.rr.com 

 

Melvin Roads Post 1231 American Legion 

Chloracne, Non-Hodgkin's Lym-

phoma, Soft Tissue Sarcomas, Pe-

ripheral Neuropathy, Hodgkin's 

disease, Porphyria Cutanea Tarda, 

Multiple Myeloma, Respiratory 

Cancers, Prostate Cancer, and 

Diabetes.  ALS or Lou Gehrig's 

disease is also considered pre-

sumptive, so veterans with ALS 

are eligible for disability benefits. 

Lastly all veterans are eligible for 

property tax breaks. To take ad-

vantage of these tax breaks, veter-

ans should get the necessary pa-

perwork in by March 1st 2009. As 

your Veteransô Services Officer, I 

can assist you by completing all 

paperwork and by answering any 

questions you may have.  I can be 

 This is an exciting time for 

veteransô benefits. With the war 

on terror becoming a political hot 

topic, benefits have been placed at 

the top of the list of the State and 

Federal government agendas. 

Benefits for education have be-

come a priority. Governor Patter-

son has established a new program 

for combat veterans that pays 98% 

tuition coverage at any SUNY 

School. These benefits are avail-

able for veterans who served in 

Vietnam to the present War on 

Terror.  Agent Orange exposure is 

also at the forefront of discus-

sions.   The following conditions 

are presumptive for veterans who 

were on ground in Vietnam; 

reached by phone at  518-626-

5680, and my E-mail is 

dyates@veterans.state.ny.us .  I 

am also available at the monthly 

meetings.   I look forward to hear-

ing from you. 

A Word from Service Officer Dan Yates  

Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines,  

Coast Guard, Merchant Marines 

The Fall Season offers time 

for reflection. 

Look! Weõre on the web at: 

Www.MelvinRoads1231.org 


